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G-

I regret that I cannot be with you today.
These are difficult times for working Montanans.

The Reagan

Administration's economic program has provided tax bonuses to the
wealthy and the promise that this will "trickle down" to working

Montanans.

But I don't think working Montanans are better off

today than they were in 1980.
True, the economic news these days is better.
?

I am not so sure.

But will it

The record budget deficits, brought on

by the administration's policies, threaten to bring back high
interest rates.
The recent jump in VA and FHA interest rates could be a

major step in that direction.
We need fair taxes and we need lower budget deficits.
We also must create more jobs for Montanans.

Montana's

efforts to accomplish that goal have succeeded in making
available the "tools" that are needed.
Rut,

making

the tools available does not put food on the

table and provide a secure income.

We still have-a long way to

go before we reach that goal.
Finally, the next year poses an additional difficult
Lenge.

National right to work groups will be working hard in

2
Mr"-ana for Right to Work laws.
I want you to know that I always have and I always will
fight for the right to bargain collectively for fair wages and
safe working conditions.

Five years from now, I want two things for.-Montanans:

a

meaningful job for every Montanan who wants to work, and a higher
standard of living for every Montana family.
I hope you will join me in working toward these goals.

Together we can make Montana a better place for all of us.
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